
Advanced Placement English Literature and 
Composition 
  
 
Course Description 
 
     This course provides highly motivated seniors with the opportunity to read intensively 
significant works of world literature through a primarily chronological approach.  Its 
purpose is to help students develop their abilities to read and write critically.  Students 
will (through both intensive discussion and writing) perfect their skills in analyzing, 
interpreting, and comparing literary works. 
 
     This course will be challenging and exciting for its participants.  Designed to 
introduce students to a college-level study of literature and composition, the class will 
also meet the curricular requirements of and prepare students to take the Advanced 
Placement Examination in Literature and Composition. 
 
     Writing will be the keystone of this course, and students should expect frequent and 
varied assignments.  Since most students electing this class are proficient writers, specific 
emphasis will be placed on tone, diction, subtle and effective transitions, and stylistic 
growth and experimentation.  Some assignments will call upon students to emulate 
literary forms studied in class (i.e. a sonnet, an excerpt from an Anglo-Saxon epic).  The 
majority, however, will be explications of literary works (i.e. Graves’ “Ulysses,” Donne’s 
“The Broken Heart”) or ones reinforced by research (i.e. the literary-analysis research 
paper, the “literary archeologists” project).  Utilizing the writing process, students will 
have the time and opportunity for feedback on drafts/works in progress from the teacher 
prior to final submissions.  Some essays, however, will be timed in-class writings that 
simulate the conditions of the AP exam.   
 
     This AP course will definitely place greater demands on a student’s time.  In addition, 
each participant will be required to complete a summer reading program of three short 
novels.  On the other hand, the course will offer a student a more in-depth look at 
literature, an opportunity to further home his/her critical and creative writing skills, and a 
seminar-type atmosphere. 
 
     Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition will take the place of the 
regular 12th grade English class.  Students’ records will note that they participated in an 
accelerated class.  Since the demands of this course are rigorous, grades will be weighted 
110% for G.P.A. and class rank. 
 
Summer Reading and Out-of-class Reading 
 
     Over the summer prior to their senior year, AP students will be provided with three 
works to be read: Golding’s Lord of the Flies, Huxley’s Brave New World, and 
McCourt’s Angela’s Ashes.  Students are encouraged to keep a reader’s log as they read 



the works.  Selected multiple choice practice questions from Applied Practice (1998)                   
will demand close reading of the texts.  These questions will be due at our first class 
meeting. There will be a discussion day on each novel/memoir prior to a test or writing 
assignment. 
     Several other selections will be approached in a similar manner throughout the year.  
Students will be given approximately one month to read these on their own before class 
review days.  These works include Heller’s Catch-22, Hardy’s Tess of the d’Urbervilles, 
Russo’s Empire Falls, Paton’s Cry, the Beloved Country, and a short story unit.  The 
short stories include Faulkner’s “A Rose for Emily,” Mansfield’s “Bliss,” O’Connor’s 
“Good Country People,” Walker’s “Everyday Use,” Updike’s “A & P,” Hawthorne’s 
“Rappaccini’s Daughter,” Hemingway’s “Hills Like White Elephants,” Wilkins 
Freeman’s “The Revolt of ‘Mother,’” and Wharton’s “Roman Fever.” 
 
Grammar and Vocabulary 
 
     Grammar and vocabulary instruction will be integrated throughout the course.  Unlike 
previous years, there will be no distinct vocabulary or grammar units.  Instead, necessary 
vocabulary will be taught and examined in context with the reading and writing 
assignments.  Practice edits and feedback during the writing process will provide both 
whole class and individual review of grammatical skills. 
 
WordWright 
 
     The national WordWright competition will be held in AP English class quarterly.  The 
contest provides a short selection followed by a varying number of AP-style multiple 
choice questions.  Selections this year included one essay, two poem, one short story, and 
one synthesis essay.  Many of the selections appeared on previously-released AP exams.  
Our students are then ranked against their peers from across the country. 
 
Syllabus 
 
The following syllabus highlights some of the readings, activities, and writing 
assignments students may expect to experience in this course. To simplify this outline, 
many of the bullets and reminders attached to essay questions have been removed.  The 
selected items are designed to give a sense of the scope and range of the class. 
 
First Quarter (8 weeks) 
 
Greek Mythology and Its Influence 
     Readings:  Selections from Hamilton’s Mythology 
  Excerpt from Aristotle’s The Poetics 
  Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex 
       Poetry: Keats’ “On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer,” Lyly’s “Pan’s 
    Song,” Graves’ “Escape,” Gardner’s “The Minotaur,” Wilbur’s “Advice 
    to a Prophet,” Parker’s “Penelope,” Graves’ “Ulysses,” Rukeyser’s 

 “Myth,” and Byron’s “Prometheus” 



 
     Activities: Interactive field trip to Underworld 
  Adaptations and presentations of myths 
 
     Writing Assignments: 
 Utilizing evidence from your previous reading, analyze the role women 
  played in Greek mythology. 
 Read Poe’s “To Helen” and H.D.’s “Helen.”  Considering such elements as  
  speaker, diction, imagery, form, and tone, write a well-organized essay 
  in which you contrast the speakers’ views of Helen. 
 Analyze Robert Graves’ attitude toward and portrait of Ulysses in his poem of 
  the same name.  How does Graves’ interpretation contrast with the 
  Homeric view? 
 Once he has made his terrible final discovery, why does Oedipus put out his eyes? 
  How does the whole play make the blinding seem the most appropriate 
  punishment? 
 
Literary Taste and Quality 
     Readings:  Kishor’s “Appointment with Love” and Collier’s “The Chaser” 
 
     Activities: Classroom debate (Lesson from Advanced Placement English II (1986)) 
 
Summer Reading and Out-of-Class Reading 
     Readings: Huxley’s Brave New World 
  Golding’s Lord of the Flies 
  McCourt’s Angela’s Ashes 
  Heller’s Catch-22 
  Russo’s Empire Falls 
 
     Writing Assignments: 
 Describe three of the methods of social control in Brave New World. 
  Taking into consideration the social controls our society may use today, 
  explain why we are (or are not) freer than the citizens in Brave New 
  World. 
 Trace the symbolism of the conch throughout Lord of the Flies. 
 One of the most effective techniques McCourt uses in his memoir is his 
  ingenuous/naïve point-of-view.  Many of the tragic or dreadful situations 
  become comical when viewed through the young boy’s eyes.  Choose 
  two negative experiences and explain how the author manages to find 
  humor in them. 
 In great literature, no scene of violence exists for its own sake.  Catch-22 
  confronts the reader with scenes of violence.  In a well-organized essay, 
  explain how the scenes of violence contribute to the meaning of the 
  complete work. 
 
 
 



Second Quarter (7 weeks) 
 
English Literature (The Anglo-Saxon and Medieval Eras) 
     Readings: Riddles 
  Beowulf 
  “The Seafarer” 
  Ballads: “Sir Patrick Spens,” “The Demon Lover,” Bonny Barbara Allan,” 
   and others 
  Selections from Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales 
  Excerpts from Le Morte D’Arthur 
 
     Activities: Literary Archeologist Project 
  Student-taught lessons on the Canterbury pilgrims 
 
     Writing Assignments: 
 As a small group of archeologists, you have discovered the attached manuscript.   
  You are to find/create a translation and prepare an analytical article for 
  publication in our magazine, Literary History. 
 Rewrite any scene from Beowulf as seen through the eyes of another character 
  (for example: Unferth, Welthow, Grendel’s Mother, etc…). 
 In his Canterbury Tales, Chaucer criticizes several “corruptions” in the church 
  of his time.  In your essay, identify at least three of these problems.  Cite 
  specific examples of church-related pilgrims and describe how Chaucer 
  satirizes these church corruptions through them. 
 
Out-of Class Reading 
     Readings: Hardy’s Tess of the d’Urbervilles 
  Short Story Unit 
 
     Writing Assignments: 
 Hardy uses naturalism to significantly influence his characters in Tess of the 
  d’Urbervilles.  What is naturalism and how is Tess influenced by it? 
 Up to the 20th Century, literature’s definition of heroism has been rather limited. 
  Today, however, writers have broadened our concept of the heroic.  In 
  “A & P” and “Revolt of ‘Mother,’” Sammy and Sarah take a heroic  
  stance, one that might seem trivial or improper by classical standards. 
  Defend or refute the heroism of these characters and their actions. 
 
Third Quarter (8 weeks) 
 
Poetry Terms and Scansion 
     Readings:  Pages 104-10 from Barron’s How to Prepare for the AP Exam: AP English 
  Sitwell’s “Sir Beelzebub” and Sassoon’s “Base Details” 
     Activities: Scansion of lines from many different poems 
  Identification of literary devices in selected poems 
 



English Literature (The Renaissance) 
     Readings:  Sonnets 
  Shakespeare’s Macbeth      
     Activities: “Live” press-conference with William Shakespeare 
  Macbeth dumb show 
     Writing assignments: 
 Write an original Shakespearean or Petrarchan sonnet. 
 Write a well-organized essay in which you discuss the similarities and differences 
  in style and meaning between Wordsworth’s “Nuns Fret not their  
  Convent’s Narrow Room” and Keats’ “If by Dull Rhymes our English 
  must be Chained.” 
 Choose some aspect of the play Macbeth.  Develop a thesis and write a 2-page 

 paper.  You might analyze a particular image or theme used repeatedly 
in the play, such as blood, clothing, sleep, birds, fathers and sons,  
“equivocation,” or “manhood.” Other ideas are welcomed and encouraged. 

 
Out-of-Class Reading 
     Readings: Paton’s Cry, the Beloved Country 
     Writing Assignments: 
 Father Vincent tells Kumalo: “Sorrow is better than fear.  Fear is a journey, a  
  terrible journey, but sorrow is at least an arriving.”  Discuss the effects 
  and powers of both fear and sorrow in the novel, citing specific examples. 
 
Research Paper 
     Students will begin work on a 7-10 page literature-based research paper this quarter.  
Utilizing two “home-grown” resources, “The [------] English Guide” and “Tackling the 
Research Paper,” students will be guided through all stages of the process: selecting an 
author and work, assembling a working bibliography, creating notes, preparing an 
outline, writing the first paragraph and rough draft, and producing a final paper.  
Throughout the process, students will be provided with directions and examples of each 
step and given timely feedback from their instructor before the next stage is due.  A 
detailed schedule of due dates will be provided for each student.  The final product will 
be due in the fourth quarter on or before May 15. 
 
Fourth Quarter (7 weeks) 
 
English Literature (The Metaphysical, Romantic, and Victorian Ages) 
     Readings: Poetry of John Donne and other Metaphysical writers 
  Donne’s Meditation 17 and Meditation 22 
  Poetry of Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelley, and Keats 
  Poetry of Tennyson, Housman, and Browning 
  Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest 
     Writing Assignments: 
 Read John Donne’s “The Broken Heart.”  Then, in a well-organized essay, 
  analyze how the speaker uses the varied imagery of the poem to reveal 
  his attitude toward the nature of love. 
 Read Keats’ “In Drear-Nighted December.”  Write an essay that explains how 



  Keats contrasts and compares a man and woman’s relationship to a tree  
  and a brook in winter.  What is the overall tone of the poem? 
 Read Browning’s “Soliloquy of the Spanish Cloister.”  What do his thoughts and 
  “voice” reveal about his character?  From your analysis, develop a  
  character sketch of the Spanish Cloister. 
 
AP Exam Preparation 
     Readings: Questions and essays from released exams 
  Selections from Cracking the AP: English Literature 
     Activities: Student-scoring of examples with a holistic approach 
  “Team” competitions on multiple-choice questions 
     Writing Assignments: 
 Select a literary work that produces a “healthy confusion of pleasure and  
  disquietude.”  Write an essay in which you explain the sources of the 
  “pleasure and disquietude” experienced by the readers of the work. 
 Read Rich’s “Storm Warnings.”  Then write an essay in which you explain 
  how the organization of the poem and the use of concrete details 
  reveal both its literal and metaphorical meanings. 
 
Research Paper 
     Completion of the paper will take place in this quarter. 
 
Literature in Film, time permitting 
   The class concludes by viewing and discussing a film in which literature plays a central 
role. 
 
Grading 
 
     Grading for the course uses accumulated points from each quarter.  Major tests are 
worth 75-100 points, writing assignments earn 25-50 points, and homework assignments 
and quizzes range from 10-50 points.  The midterm exam and the final research paper 
each represent 10% of the student’s final grade.  AP English students who elect to take 
the official exam in May will be exempt from the course’s final exam. 
     Our grading scale is as follows: 

93-100 A 
85-92 B 
77-84 C 
70-76 D 
below 70 F 

As mentioned previously, AP grades are weighted 110%. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Textbooks/Resources 
 
In addition to the previous list of novels, the following resources are utilized in class: 
 
Applied Practice Series: Pre-AP/AP Version.  Austin: Applied Practice, 1998. 
Glencoe Literature: British Literature. Columbus, OH: Glencoe, 2009. 
Hamilton, Edith.  Mythology.  New York: Warner, 1969. 
LaBonte, John, John Manear, and Tim White.  Advanced Placement English II: 

Challenging Approaches for Honors, Gifted, and AP Classes.  Dubuque, IA: 
Center for Learning, 1986. 

McMullen, Douglas.  Cracking the AP: English Literature.  New York: 
Random House, 2000. 

Nadel, Max and Arthur Sheerer.  Barron’s How to Prepare for the Advanced Placement 
 Examination in AP English.  New York: Barron’s, 1987. 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Occasionally, text substitutions or a change in reading selections, as 
well as the modification of various course assignments may occur in this course.  
Students will be informed of such changes as early as possible. 
 
Contact Information 
Mrs. Susan H. Cash 
Email: scash@pgsd.org 
Phone: 610-326-5105 x6699 
Office Hours: 2nd period in room 102, 5th period in auditorium, daily; after school by 
appointment from 2:17 to 3:05pm.; before school by appointment from 7:00 to 7:20am. 
Weekly Course Agenda, Assignments, and Resources: https://onlinelearning.pgsd.org 
 
 
 


